
Why did the chicken cross 
the playground?
To get to the other slide

Do you have a suggestion 
for Slice of Wry? We 
want to hear it. Please 
include your name, city of 
residence, and a number 
where you can be reached. 
Email: CITYDESK@
INLANDNEWSPAPERS.
COM.

SLICE OF WRY

speech for the West End 
Real Estate Professionals 
breakfast meeting. 

“I think 2016 is going to 
be another good year, and 
a lot of good things are 
happening in our region,” 
said Lewis, who shared 
some of his company’s de-
velopment plans through-
out the Inland Empire.

The keynote speech 
is held every year at the 
Goldy S. Lewis Commu-
nity Center in Rancho Cu-
camonga and is attended 
by real estate brokers from 
across the Inland Empire. 

Home prices in the re-
gion have nearly recov-
ered back to the mid-200s, 
Lewis said. The median 
home price in the Inland 
Empire is $295,000. By 
comparison, in Los Ange-
les County, the median is 
$523,000, and it’s $695,000 
in Orange County. 

The price difference 
will push more people to 
migrate eastward, Inland 
Empire economist John 
Husing said. 

In turn, the recovering 
home prices will prompt 
more people in the region 
to put their homes on the 
market, which will help 
with consumer confidence 
levels, and increased eco-
nomic activity, Lewis said.

The rental/apartment 
market remains strong 
with solid occupancies and 
decent rent growth, Lewis 

said. Lewis’ company port-
folio is at 95 to 96 percent 
occupancy.

Retail is experiencing 
turnover, with stores and 
restaurants entering the 
local marketplace as oth-
ers close. Lewis said on-
line shopping continues to 
make a dent on brick-and-
mortar retail.

That’s not necessarily a 
negative for the region, as 
distribution centers, such 
as Amazon and QVC ful-
fillment centers, continue 
to expand locally, experts 
said. 

Lewis added that his 
company planned to open 
large shopping centers in 
Rancho Cucamonga, Ri-
alto and Norco within the 
next few years.

In Rialto, at the former 
city airport, Lewis said 
his company plans to help 
open the new 1,667-home 
“Renaissance” commu-
nity and business center 
that will sit on about 1,439 
acres.

About 700 acres of the 
Renaissance area is desig-
nated for industrial uses, 
as logistics remains a key 
economic engine for the re-
gion.

Lewis also made men-
tion of plans to redevelop 
Empire Lakes, Rancho 
Cucamonga’s only pub-
licly used golf course, into 
a mixed-use community 
with 2,500 to 4,000 rental 
and for-sale units and re-
tail space. Lewis said the 
company is still in the pro-
cess of securing entitle-
ments. 

Lewis hopes real estate 
professionals help contrib-
ute to positive and sustain-
able growth.

“We have a moral re-
sponsibility to deal with 
the growth in an intelli-
gent way,” Lewis said. “We 
have to understand how 
to deal with issues of traf-
fic, water and stainability, 
and the Realtor commu-
nity should be part of that 
dialogue because they talk 
to the customers every-
day, and they know what 
it is that people are look-
ing for.”

Real estate professionals 
say they look forward ev-
ery year to hearing about 
new trends.

“In the past, I used to go 
to a small sit-down with 
Randall and his team. ... 
We would just be sitting 
in a small room and he 
would be giving us simi-
lar information,” said Paul 
Lazo, sales and property 
manager with Coldwell 
Banker Town & Country, 
based in Claremont, Red-
lands and Moreno Valley. 
“Now for the last seven or 
eight years, he’s been do-
ing this in a larger for-
mat, and he’s been able 
to get the word out to all 
the local agents faster and  
easier.”

Lisa Lam, a Realtor with 
Coldwell Banker Town and 
Country in Claremont, said 
she was excited to hear 
Lewis’ positive outlook.

“It’s very exciting that 
he’s very confident about 
the coming year,” Lam 
said.

Growth
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Inland real estate agents were excited about upcoming developments in the region as 
discussed by Randall Lewis, head of the Lewis Group of Companies, in his annual State 
of the Inland Empire speech Friday morning for the West End Real Estate Professionals 
breakfast meeting in Rancho Cucamonga. 

know what’s working there,” 
said Philip Mangano, one of 
the nation’s leading experts 
on homelessness who was 
recruited by county CEO 
Greg Devereaux to serve as 
an adviser to the county on 
its homeless issue.

Mangano is the CEO of 
the American Roundtable 
to Abolish Homelessness 
and is the former executive 
director of the U.S. Inter-
agency Council on Home-
lessness under former Pres-
ident George W. Bush.

On Thursday, the county 
announced it had exceeded 
its goal to permanently 
house all 401 of its home-
less veterans identified in 
last January’s point-in-
time homeless count. Not 
only were all 401 housed by 
Thanksgiving, but so were 
roughly 100 others that had 
been identified after the 
January homeless count, 
officials said.

The challenge for the 
county will be maintain-
ing that momentum. Since 
the county and its partner 
agencies and housing pro-
viders embarked on the 
mission in July, roughly 
100 more homeless veter-
ans have been identified 
and are in need of housing, 
officials said.

The county implemented 
a strategy of forming an ad-
visory group to work with 
local nonprofits and hous-
ing providers to eliminate 
the obstacles homeless vet-
erans face to secure perma-
nent housing.

McDonald, who suc-
ceeded former Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs Eric Shin-
seki in 2014 after Shinseki 
resigned amid the Veter-
ans Health Administration 
scandal, is a West Point 
graduate and the former 
CEO of Procter & Gamble. 
He has taken a firm po-
sition on ending veteran 
homelessness and ensur-
ing veterans receive proper 

medical care.
So when McDonald saw 

what was going on in San 
Bernardino County and 
the results it was seeing, he 
needed to know more, Man-
gano said.

“He’s looking for perfor-

mance, results, and out-
comes. That’s his instinct 
as a business person.” Man-
gano said. “What San Ber-
nardino County is doing 
has the chance of becom-
ing a model for everywhere 
else.”

Veterans
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By Ryan Hagen
ryan.hagen@langnews.com 
@rmhagen on Twitter

SAN BERNARDINO >> The 
founder and namesake of 
The Original Mommie Hel-
en’s Bakery, renowned by 
celebrities and locals for her 
pies and widespread friend-
ship, has died. She was 69.

San Bernardino native 
“Mommie Helen” — whose 
given name was Dorothy 
Pryor Rose, but inherited 
the title of Mommie Helen 
from her mother, Helen 
Williams — opened the 
family-run bakery in 2000 
in Colton and outgrew two 
locations before moving to 
San Bernardino in March 
2015.

Her customers included 
Oprah, Shaquille O’Neal — 
he ordered 250 peach cob-
blers from the bakery for 
his wedding, Rose had pre-
viously said — and Magic 
Johnson. Glancing at a 
wall of celebrity photos at 
Mommie Helen’s on Friday, 
though, her husband, Bob-
bie Rose, said she never fol-
lowed sports.

“She treated those ath-
letes the same as anyone 
else,” he said. “Her custom-
ers were her celebrities.”

After “Mommie” had a 
major heart attack in 2003, 
she shifted to a consulting 
role and handed ownership 
to her daughter Tedra Rose, 
who kept the business open 
after her mom died Sunday.

“She was — she is — a 
guardian angel, and she’d 
want someone to always be 
at the counter,” Tedra said. 

Sure enough, a steady 

stream of 
customers 
stopped by 
Friday, in-
cluding Lo-
retta Keller, 
who said 
she comes 
about three 
t i me s  a 
week.

K e l l e r 
said the food is excellent — 
that hasn’t changed — but 
that she was already miss-
ing someone who, since 
they met in 2007, was al-
ways helping out in small 
ways.

“She was a good person,” 
Keller said, emphasizing 
each word. “If you’ve ever 
met a person with a pure 
soul, that was her.”

Pure, but no pushover, 
said her daughter Takesha 
Pryor, who also helps run 
the business.

“You try to make any 
kind of change that’s going 
to make it not the real Mom-
mie Helen’s, any cheaper in-
gredient, and she wouldn’t 
let it happen,” Pryor said. 
“Any meeting, she became 
the leader.”

Staying open was made 
easier by the outpouring 
of support the family has 
received in person and on 
Facebook, the family said. 

“Dorothy Pryor ~ Truly 
a San Bernardino icon 
and treasure,” Councilman 
Rikke Van Johnson posted 
on the bakery’s page Thurs-
day. “Leaving a lasting leg-
acy for generations yet to 
come! Thank you for the 
time you shared with us, 
now enter into His king-

dom! To God be the glory!!”
A person of strong faith, 

Pryor Rose was always get-
ting into long conversations 
with people she’d just met 
and helping them out when-
ever she could, although 
she rarely told others what 
she’d done, said Tedra Rose.

“We called Preciado (Fu-
neral Home), and they said, 
‘You know, a few weeks ago 
your mom gave us a check 
to pay for someone else’s 
funeral, but not to tell any-
one who did it,’” she said. “I 
don’t know who that was. 
It’s great seeing all the mes-
sages on social media from 
people we knew she helped 
and people we didn’t even 
know she knew.” 

Scholarships, loans, free 
baked goods — it added up, 
Tedra Rose said. To make 
that charity a bit more or-
ganized, a foundation will 
be created in her name, she 
said.  

All are welcome to cele-
brate Pryor Rose’s life at a 
viewing Monday from 4-9 
p.m. at Preciado Funeral 
Home, 923 W. Mill St., San 
Bernardino, the bakery 
posted on Facebook. A “go-
ing home service” is sched-
uled for Tuesday at 11 a.m. 
at Sunrise Church, 2759 
Ayla Drive in Rialto.

Mommie Helen’s plans 
to stay in San Bernardino 
and expand, but Tuesday, 
for once, it will be closed, 
Pryor said.

“When she was in the 
hospital, she said to us, 
‘Who’s at the counter? You 
need to have someone at the 
counter right now,’ ” Pryor 
said.

A REMARKABLE LIFE: DOROTHY PRYOR ROSE

‘Mommie Helen’ was a 
beloved figure in the area

Dorothy  
Pryor Rose
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NEW & IMPROVED :

Safety Never Felt
So Good.TM

Safe Step Tubs have
received the Ease-of-Use
Commendation from the
Arthritis Foundation

The best walk-in tub just got better with breakthrough technology!
Presenting the all new Safe Step Walk-In Tub featuring
MicroSoothe. An air system so revolutionary, it oxygenates,
softens and exfoliates skin, turning your bath into a spa-like
experience. Constructed and built right here in America for safety
and durability from the ground up, and with more standard features
than any other tub.

� Heated seat providing warmth from beginning to end

� Carefully engineered hydro-massage jets strategically placed to
target sore muscles and joints

� The highest quality tub complete with
the most comprehensive lifetime
warranty on the entire tub

� Top-of-the-line installation and service,
all included at one low, affordable price

Most advanced

air system in the industry–

IntroducingMicroSoothe!

$750 OFF
when you mention this ad
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 1-800-492-4710

For your FREE information kit and DVD, and our Senior
Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-800-492-4710
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Financing available
with approved credit
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